
NEW JERSEY ELECTION LAW ENFORCEMENT COMMISSION 

PUBLIC SESSION MINUTES 

OCTOBER 26 ,  1983 

PRESENT 
Andrew C .  A x t e l l ,  Chairman 
M. Robert  DeCot i i s ,  Member 
Haydn P r o c t o r ,  Member 
Alexander P. Waugh, Jr., Member 
S c o t t  A. Weiner, Execut ive  D i r e c t o r  
Will iam R. Schmidt, A s s t .  Execu t ive  D i r e c t o r  
Gregory E. Nagy, S t a f f  Counsel 
Edward J. F a r r e l l ,  Counsel  

Chairman A x t e l l  c a l l e d  t h e  meet ing t o  o r d e r  and announced t h a t  pursu- 
a n t  t o  t h e  Open P u b l i c  Meetings Law, P.L. 1975, c.231, s p e c i a l  n o t i c e  of t h e  
meet ing of t h e  Commission had been f i l e d  w i t h  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of S t a t e ' s  o f f i c e ,  
and d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  e n t i r e  S t a t e  House P r e s s  Corps. 

The meet ing was h e l d  a t  t h e  Commission's o f f i c e  a t  28 West S t a t e  
S t r e e t ,  Tren ton ,  N .  J. The meet ing began a t  10:lO a . m .  

1. Advisory Opinion Request  from North J e r s e y  B u i l d e r s  PAC 

The Commission reviewed a  one-page October 17, 1983 l e t t e r  a s k i n g  
whether t i t l e  i n s u r a n c e  companies may make p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  The 
l e t t e r  was s igned  by Ar thur  R. Kramer, t r e a s u r e r ,  North J e r s e y  B u i l d e r s  
PAC. 

M r .  Weiner s a i d  t h e  Commission i s  n o t  empowered t o  r e a c h  a  judgment 
whether t i t l e  i n s u r a n c e  companies may make p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  inasmuch 
a s  t h e  Commission's j u r i s d i c t i o n  does n o t  i n c l u d e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h e  
s t a t u t o r y  p r o h i b i t i o n  i n  q u e s t i o n .  J u r i s d i c t i o n  on t h i s  i s s u e  r e s t s  w i t h  
t h e  Insurance  Department and t h e  At to rney  General .  On a  motion by Commis- 
s i o n e r  P r o c t o r ,  seconded by commissioner Waugh and a  v o t e  of 4-0, t h e  
Commission decided t o  a d v i s e  t h e  North J e r s e y  B u i l d e r s  PAC of i t s  i n a b i l i t y  
t o  r e n d e r  an  op in ion  and t o  send a  copy of t h e  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  At to rney  
General .  

2. A l l e g a t i o n s  Raised by S e n a t o r  C a r d i n a l e  

I n  an October 18,  1983 mailgram t o  t h e  Commission, S e n a t o r  C a r d i n a l e  
a l l e g e d  t h a t  c e r t a i n  e x p e n d i t u r e s  by v a r i o u s  i n d i v i d u a l s  and o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
advoca t ing  t h e  reappointment  of Judge P r e s s l e r  a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  d i s c l o -  
s u r e  requ i rements  of t h e  Campaign C o n t r i b u t i o n s  and Expendi tu res  Repor t ing  
Act.  

Sena tor  C a r d i n a l e  appeared i n  pe rson  b e f o r e  t h e  Commission. He taped 
t h e  p u b l i c  s e s s i o n  and provided t h e  Commission w i t h  a  copy of t h e  t a p e s  
which a r e  inc luded  i n  t h e  f i l e  f o r  t h i s  Commission meeting.  S e n a t o r  
C a r d i n a l e  a l s o  provided a  w r i t t e n  s t a t e m e n t  of s i x  pages ,  which h e  read  
i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d ,  and provided a number of e x h i b i t s ,  which a r e  a l s o  inc luded  
i n  t h e  f i l e  f o r  t h i s  Commission meet ing.  



October 26, 1983 
Public Session Minutes 
Page 2 

Commissioners Waugh and Proctor, after explaining their activities in 
support of the reappointment of Judge Pressler and participating in the 
first portion of the discussion, withdrew from participating in this case. 

3. Executive Session 

On a motion by Commissioner DeCotiis, seconded by Chairman Axtell and 
a vote of 2-0, the Commission went into executive session to continue its 
discussion of the issues raised by Senator Cardinale. Minutes of the 
executive session will be available to the public upon conclusion of this 
matter and the issuance of a formal opinion. 

4. Decision on the Allegations Raised by Senator Cardinale 

On a motion by Commissioner DeCotiis, seconded by Chairman Axtell and 
a vote of 2-0, the Commission decided to clarify Advisory Opinion 15-1983 
by adding the phrase "...where such expenditures were directly related to 
the advertising itself'' in the second paragraph appearing on page two of 
the opinion. 

General Legal Counsel Farrell summarized the deliberations of the 
Commission and set forth his advice concluding that the Commission deny the 
Senator's request. On a motion by Chairman Axtell, seconded by Commis- 
sioner DeCotiis and a vote of 2-0, the Commission decided to deny the 
application of Senator Cardinale as set forth in his October 18, 1983 
mailgram. Counsel Farrell was also directed to prepare a written order 
memorializing the action of the Commission and to present same at the next 
Commission meeting. 

5. Ad j ournment 

On a motion by Commissioner DeCotiis, seconded by Chairman Axtell and 
a vote of 2-0, the Commission decided to adjourn. 

Executive Director 
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